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Today, rain early, clouds break for 
sun, very windy, high 57. Tonight, 
mostly clear, breezy early, low 45. 
Tomorrow, mostly sunny, breezy, 
high 56. Weather map, Page B8. 
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A Statehouse 
Where Lechery 
Finds a Haven 


Women in Sacramento 
Get Little Sympathy 


This article is by Jess Bidgood, Mir- 
iam Jordan and Adam Nagourney. 

SACRAMENTO — There were 
the demeaning personal chores 
she said her boss assigned her, 
like buying a shower curtain and 
blankets. And there was the time 
that he appeared at the door of his 
apartment with his pants open, 
she said, exposing himself to her 
when she went to pick him up for a 
vote. 

Nancy Kathleen Finnigan had a 
long list of grievances from her 
time working for Steve Fox, at the 
time a State Assembly member 
from near Los Angeles. But when 
Ms. Finnigan, a legislative direc- 
tor, took her complaints to the 
staff of the Assembly Rules Com- 
mittee, she felt like the one on 
trial. A meeting with a committee 
staff member and Mr. Fox began 
with Mr. Fox “berating and threat- 
ening” her over her job perform- 
ance, Ms. Finnigan said. A month 
after she made her complaint, she 
was fired. 

For Ms. Finnigan, who this year 
won a $100,000 settlement from 
the Assembly in a wrongful termi- 
nation lawsuit that claimed har- 
assment and retaliation, the expe- 
rience confirmed a widespread 
grievance among women who 
work in one of the country’s most 
influential legislatures: that there 
is no safe place for them to go for 
help. 

Nearly 200 women have signed 
a letter denouncing a culture of 
rampant sexual misconduct in 
and around the state government 
here in Sacramento. They com- 
plain of male lawmakers groping 
them, of male staff members 
threatening them and of a human 
resources system so broken that it 
is unable to give serious griev- 
ances a fair hearing. 

In dozens of interviews, women 
— including legislative aides and 
lobbyists who said they had en- 
dured years of sexual harassment 
— said the flawed system had left 
them with few options to stop be- 
havior that threatened their liveli- 
hoods and careers. 

Sexual harassment has become 
the subject of public debate across 
the nation in recent days — from 
Hollywood to the news media — 
but has long been an ingrained if 
unacknowledged part of the cul- 
ture of legislative bodies. 

Since the disclosures about sex- 
ual harassment cases involving 
Harvey Weinstein, the powerful 
producer, there have been reports 
of misconduct in state capitals in 
Illinois, Iowa, Nevada, Oklahoma, 
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Protesting a Breakup of Spain 


Hundreds of thousands rallied in Barcelona on Sunday in favor of Spanish unity and against secession by Catalonia. Page A7. 
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5 Years After Storm Surge, Big Plans and Unfinished Protections 


By PATRICK McGEEHAN and WINNIE HU 


At 8:30 p.m. on a Monday, mil- 
lions of residents of the most man- 
made landscape in the United 
States were reminded how power- 
less they were against the forces 
of nature. 

Hurricane Sandy shoved the 
East River across the F.D.R. Drive 
onto the streets of Manhattan, re- 
ducing the ostensible hub of the 
universe to a blacked-out, water- 
logged, immobile shambles. The 
extraordinary storm surge 
swamped Consolidated Edison’s 
power plant at 14th Street along its 
way to filling multiple ZIP codes 
with waist-deep brine, plunging 
Manhattan from Midtown south 


to the Financial District into dark- 
ness for days. 

Transit systems were crippled, 
hospitals could not function and 
public-housing complexes had no 
working boilers or elevators. 

Five years after Hurricane 
Sandy struck on Oct. 29, 2012, 
much of the region’s inundated in- 
frastructure has been repaired 
and some of it has been improved. 
But most of the big plans to storm- 
proof New York City remain just 
that: plans. And throughout the 
planning, the city has continued to 
advance toward the water, with 
glass high-rises stretching across 
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Coney Island Hospital put its M.R.I. and CT scan machines in an 
elevated trailer and added a flood barrier after Hurricane Sandy. 
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2 Navy SEALs Are Under Suspicion in Green Beret’s Death in Mali 


By ERIC SCHMITT 


WASHINGTON — Navy crimi- 
nal authorities are investigating 
whether two members of the elite 
SEAL Team 6 strangled an Army 
Green Beret in June while de- 
ployed on a secret mission to Mali, 
military officials say. 

Staff Sgt. Logan J. Melgar, a 34- 


year-old veteran of two tours in 
Afghanistan, was found dead on 
June 4 in the embassy housing he 
shared in the Malian capital, Ba- 
mako, with a few other Special Op- 
erations forces assigned to the 
West African nation to help with 
training and counterterrorism 
missions. 

His killing is the latest violent 
death under mysterious circum- 


stances for American troops on lit- 
tle-known missions in that region 
of Africa. Four American soldiers 
were killed in an ambush this 
month in neighboring Niger while 
conducting what was initially de- 
scribed as a reconnaissance pa- 
trol but was later changed to sup- 
porting a much more dangerous 
counterterrorism mission against 
Islamic militants in the area. 


The Navy SEALs’ potential in- 
volvement also raised the 
prospect of a highly unusual 
killing of an American soldier by 
fellow troops, and threatened to 
stain SEAL Team 6, the famed 
counterterrorism unit that car- 
ried out the raid that killed Osama 
bin Laden. 

Sergeant Melgar’s superiors in 
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RUSSIAS RELIANCE 
ON OIL DIPLOMACY 
OPENS IT TO RISK 


TOOL TO CHALLENGE U.S. 


Test of Strategy Looms as 
Venezuela Scrambles 
to Avert Default 


By CLIFFORD KRAUSS 


Russia is increasingly wielding 
oil as a geopolitical tool, spreading 
its influence around the world and 
challenging the interests of the 
United States. 

But Moscow risks running into 
trouble, as it lends money and 
makes deals in turbulent econo- 
mies and shaky political climates. 

The strategy faces a crucial test 
this week in Venezuela, a Russian 
ally that must come up with a bil- 
lion dollars to avert defaults on its 
debts. 

Russia has been making a 
flurry of loans and deals all cen- 
tered on the Venezuelan oil busi- 
ness, money that could make the 
difference between the govern- 
ment’s collapse and its survival. 
In return, Moscow is getting a 
strategic advantage in Washing- 
ton’s backyard. 

President Nicolas Maduro of 
Venezuela was all smiles this 
month on a visit to Moscow seek- 
ing fresh financial backing, thank- 
ing Vladimir V. Putin “for your 
support, both political and diplo- 
matic.” 

Moscow, through the state oil 
giant Rosneft, is trying to build in- 
fluence in places where the United 
States has stumbled or power is 
up for grabs. Its efforts are also 
driven out of necessity, as Ameri- 
can and European sanctions have 
forced Rosneft to find new part- 
ners and investments elsewhere. 

The company, which Russia has 
long relied on to finance its gov- 
ernment and social programs, has 
been pushing deeply into political- 
ly sensitive countries like Cuba, 
China, Egypt and Vietnam, as well 
as tumultuous places where 
American interests are at stake. 

Rosneft is looking for deals 
around the eastern Mediterra- 
nean and Africa, areas of tactical 
importance beyond the energy 
picture. It is wielding economic 
and political sway in northern 
Iraq, by making big oil and natu- 
ral-gas deals in Kurdish territory. 
And it is angling to bid for control 
of Iranian oil fields as tensions be- 
tween Tehran and Washington es- 
calate. 

Rosneft is “trying to create op- 
portunities that can be extremely 
valuable in geopolitical ways,” 
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‘Free-for-All’ for Flake’s Arizona Seat Exposes Rifts in Both Parties 


By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 


WASHINGTON — Senator Jeff 
Flake’s decision to abandon his 
2018 re-election campaign in Ari- 
zona has thrown open the Senate 
race there, exposing deep fissures 
not only on the Republican side 
where a nationalist insurgency is 
gunning for the party establish- 
ment but also among Democrats 
contending with a rising left. 

Establishment Democrats have 
high hopes for Representative 
Kyrsten Sinema, a centrist who 
recently dined in the Blue Room of 
the White House with President 
Trump, teaches a bipartisan spin 
class in the House gym and has 
broken ranks with her own party 
on key votes. She was one of only 
seven House Democrats, for ex- 
ample, who voted to create a se- 
lect committee to investigate the 
2012 attack on the United States 
diplomatic compound in Bengha- 
zi, Libya. 

But those impulses toward bi- 
partisanship have soured Arizona 
progressives against the candi- 


FROM LEFT, TOM WILLIAMS/CQ ROLL CALL, VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS; ROSS D. FRANKLIN/ASSOCIATED PRESS; BRYAN R. SMITH/A.F.P. — GETTY IMAGES 
From left, potential candidates for Senator Jeff Flake’s seat: Representative Kyrsten Sinema, a 
Democrat; and two Republicans, Kelli Ward and Arizona’ state treasurer, Jeff DeWit. 


dacy of a woman who rose to 
prominence on a biography that 
included time as a homeless child 
and an identity that includes be- 
ing the first open bisexual in Con- 
gress. 

“There are issues, murmurs 
within grass-roots groups and the 
progressive community, the envi- 
ronmental community and others, 
including immigration advo- 


cates,” said Representative Raúl 
M. Grijalva, Democrat of Arizona 
and aco-chairman of the Congres- 
sional Progressive Caucus, who is 
withholding his endorsement of 
her. 

Establishment Republicans, 
meanwhile, are scrambling to find 
a candidate to replace Mr. Flake 
and wage a primary challenge 
against Kelli Ward, a former state 


senator who aligns herself with 
Mr. Trump. Ms. Ward, derided by 
critics as a fringe candidate anda 
conspiracy theorist, was beaten 
badly by the senior senator from 
Arizona, John McCain, in a 2016 
primary, and party leaders fear 
she would lose to Ms. Sinema in 
the general election. 

“It definitely opens up the Sen- 
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Trump, Springing to Defense, 
Awaits Action in Russia Inquiry 


By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 


WASHINGTON — Pushing 
back against the accelerating 
criminal investigation into his 
campaign’s ties to Russia, Presi- 
dent Trump argued on Sunday 
that its focus should instead be on 
his 2016 rival, Hillary Clinton, 
even as the special counsel’s in- 
quiry was reportedly poised to 
produce its first indictment. 

In a series of tweets, Mr. Trump 
said Republicans were now fight- 
ing the Russia allegations by look- 
ing into Mrs. Clinton, apparently 
referring to new House investiga- 
tions into her email practices and 
an Obama-era uranium deal with 
Russia. But the president made it 
clear he believed that Mrs. Clinton 
should be pursued more force- 
fully, writing, “DO SOME- 
THING!” 

He did not say who should take 
action or what it should be, though 
critics have accused him of trying 
to sway the congressional and 


special counsel inquiries into Rus- 
sian ties. Still, the outburst sug- 
gested that Mr. Trump, increas- 
ingly angry and frustrated about 
the investigations, is waging a 
concerted campaign to shift the 
focus to Mrs. Clinton and other 
Democrats. 

After long expressing anger 
that his allies have not done 
enough to protect him from the in- 
quiries, he is now enlisting White 
House and administration offi- 
cials, employing his vast social 
media presence, and putting pres- 
sure on the Republican-led Con- 
gress to deflect any potentially 
damaging reports. 

Last week, Mr. Trump asserted 
that it was Mrs. Clinton who was 
guilty of having colluded with 
Russia to sway the 2016 election, 
endeavoring to turn the tables on 
the crux of the allegations against 
his campaign, and then sent his 
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Heroin Profits Soar for Taliban 


The Taliban have begun refining opium, 
instead of exporting ingredients, giving 
them less reason to negotiate. PAGE A4 


Haunting the Presidents 

No Liberian leader who has slept at the 
Mansion for any extended period has 
come to a decent end. PAGE A6 


Puerto Rico Cancels Contract 


The governor quashed a $300 million 
deal to have Whitefish Energy, a small 
Montana firm, help rebuild the island’s 
storm-damaged power grid. PAGE Al0 


Same Issues, Same Arguments 


Constituents writing to a senator from 
Tennessee in the mid-1960s had some 
familiar concerns: immigration, health 
care and racial tensions. PAGE A9 


Democrats Attack Tax Bill 


The Republicans’ proposal is criticized 
as a Trojan horse: a windfall for big 
business and the rich dressed as a tax 
cut for workers. PAGE All 


Priest Is Named a Predator 


Claims of sex abuse against a revered 
pastor force a reassessment. PAGE A13 
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A Lust for Language 


“Knives in Hens” moves those who love 
words, Ben Brantley writes. 
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The Next Fed Chief 


President Trump has pressed for ag- 
gressive financial deregulation, but his 
leading candidates for Federal Reserve 
chairman do not appear to share those 
views. PAGE Bl 


Mark Warner, Tech Critic 


The Virginia senator, who made mil- 
lions investing in technology compa- 
nies, is emblematic of the industry’s 
shifting politics. Congressional hearings 


begin this week. PAGE Bl 
EDITORIAL, OP-ED A18-19 
David Leonhardt PAGE A19 
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Comment Reignites Protests 


Many Houston Texans knelt during the 
national anthem after a controversial 
remark by the team’s owner. PAGE D5 
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